The Scrap Recycling Industry:

Nonferrous Scrap Metal |

Nonferrous scrap refers to scrap metal other than iron and steel, and includes
aluminum, copper, lead, zinc, nickel, titanium, cobalt, chromium, and precious
metals. Millions of tons of nonferrous scrap metals are recovered annually by
scrap recyclers and consumed by secondary smelters, refiners, ingot makers,
fabricators, foundries, and other industrial consumers in the U.S. and in more
than 110 countries throughout the world.

Nonferrous scrapis recovered from a wide range of obsolete consumer, commercial,
and industrial sources—everything from soft-drink containers to automobile
radiators to electronics and airplanes. The aluminum skeleton left after can lids are
punched out of aluminum sheets, brass punchings from a screen manufacturer,
copper scrap from manufacturing, and aluminum turnings generated in machine
shops—all of these scrap materials are processed by the scrap recycling industry
into specification grade commodities for manufacture into new products.

The U.S. nonferrous scrap industry was a $38 billion-dollar industry in 2007.
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