The Scrap Recycling Industry:
Ferrous Scrap

Ferrous scrap is a vital raw material for the production of new steel and cast iron
products. Currently, more than two out of three pounds of steel made in the U.S.
are manufactured using ferrous scrap. Electric arc furnace (EAF) manufacturers
utilize nearly 100% ferrous scrap as their feedstock material.

Ferrous scrap is iron and steel recovered from automobiles, farm equipment,
household appliances, steel beams, bridges, railroad tracks, ships, and food. Nearly
half of the ferrous scrap supply is generated from industrial and manufacturing
sources. For example, when a piece of metal is cut or a hole is drilled, the metal
that is left over is industrial scrap. Ferrous scrap recyclers purchase the scrap
and process it into one of more than 100 globally recognized commercial grade
specifications. It is then sold to a steel mill, foundry, or other industrial consumer
for manufacture into new products.
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