The Scrap Recycling Industry:
Economic Leaders

and Job Creators

Generating $71 billion in sales annually, the scrap recycling industry is actually
larger than the GDP of over 100 countries around the globe.

Here at home, scrap recycling employs over 85,000 employees in the U.S. and
has been creating “green jobs” for decades. At a time when the U.S. economy
is struggling, scrap recycling is creating secure, meaningful work for our
nation’s workforce. The scrap recycling industry is a positive solution in the U.S.
manufacturing landscape, providing new jobs based on environmentally sensitive
and sustainable business practices.

Major Exporter —
Helping the Balance of Trade

The growing supply of new specification grade commaodities through recycling
makes America’s manufacturing industries more competitive in the global
marketplace, and helps our country’s trade balance by annually exporting
over $22 billion of recyclable materials to 152 countries. These commodities
range from iron and steel to paper, aluminum, copper, stainless steel, lead, zinc,
plastics, and rubber.
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